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A1. SUPPLEMENTAL EXISTING CONDITIONS 

INFORMATION 

A1.1 Existing Collection System—Supplemental 

Information 

A1.1.1 Drop-off Centers 

County Recycling Drop-off Centers 
Residents and businesses can drop off recycling at four staffed and fourteen unstaffed locations 

throughout Jefferson County. At unstaffed locations, customers place traditional recyclables (such as 

paper, cardboard, plastic containers, aluminum and steel cans, and glass) into single-stream collection 

bins. At staffed locations, customers must separate materials into the appropriate container. These 

locations typically accept a wider range of recyclable materials that include motor oil, antifreeze, 

cooking oil, batteries, computers, and cell phones. 

County Waste Reduction Center 
The Waste Reduction Center accepts materials for landfill, recycling, and composting, including 

construction and demolition (C&D) debris, tree limbs and stumps, appliances, and household bulky 

waste. Drop-off fees are typically based on the volume of the load. The facility accepts up to three 

household junk or bulky items (e.g., appliances, mattresses, and furniture) per vehicle at no charge.  

Through the CyberCycle program, residents and businesses can drop off electronics for recycling at the 

Waste Reduction Center. Accepted electronics include processors, monitors, laptops, keyboards, fax 

machines, printers, and other peripherals, as well as modems, cables, and televisions. Residents can 

drop off up to three items or computer systems at no charge. Businesses are charged a per-pound 

disposal fee. All customers are encouraged to donate their electronics for reuse when possible. 
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Private Facilities 
Several private facilities in Jefferson County accept materials from the public for landfill, recycling, and 

composting, as shown in Table 1. 

Table 1. Private Drop-off Collection Sites 

Facility Garbage Recycling Composting 

Republic Services – Poplar Level Transfer Station X  X 

QRS Recycling  X  

Rumpke Transfer Station X X X 

Waste Management – Outer Loop Recycling and Disposal Facility X  X 

A1.1.2 Special Collection Programs 

The Department of Public Works operates several special collection programs and events that promote 

recycling and composting materials outside of regular curbside and drop-off collection programs. Many 

of these programs collect otherwise hard-to-recycle materials. These events include: 

• Free Shredding and Drug Toss: Jefferson County residents can bring documents, discs, hard drives, 

credit cards, and other materials that may contain confidential information for shredding at this 

once-a-year collection event. Through a partnership with local law enforcement and other 

organizations, residents can also drop off unwanted medications and pharmaceuticals for safe 

disposal. 

• Free Junk and Bulk Waste Drop-off Event. Once a year, the Waste Reduction Center holds an event 

that allows all Jefferson County residents to drop off junk and bulky waste. 

• Fall Leaf Drop and Tree-Cycling Event: In the fall and after the holidays, residents can drop off 

leaves and de-flocked Christmas trees at no charge. These materials are turned into mulch that 

residents can take home. 

• Public Event Recycling: Events with over 500 attendees are encouraged to submit a plan for how 

they will handle waste and recycling. The Department of Public Works will provide these events free 

recycling containers in an equal ratio to purchased garbage containers. Food scrap containers are 

available for a nominal fee. 
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A1.2 Regional Recycling Markets 

Recyclers in Jefferson County that focus on more specialized materials include: 

• Computers and electronics – Bluegrass E-Cycle, Commonwealth Computer Recycling 

• Appliances – Appliance Recycling Centers of America, Inc. 

• Pallets – Southeast Pallet Recycling 

In general, recycling commodity prices and market demand are low, and forecasts indicate that prices 

will remain low in coming years. Current average pricing for select recyclables in the southeast are 

shown in Table 2 below.  

Table 2: U.S. Southeast Average Recyclable Commodity Prices  

Material Category Commodity Average $ per ton1 

Plastic PET 11 

Plastic Colored HDPE 16 

Plastic Natural HDPE 32 

Plastic Commingled #3-7 plastics 2 

Glass Glass (3-color mix) -20 

Paper Cardboard/Kraft paper 100 

Paper High-grade office paper 148 

Paper Newsprint 48 

Paper Mixed low-grade paper -- 

Paper Aseptic paper -- 

Metal Aluminum  59 

Metal Tin/Steel Containers 88 

 

                                                           
1 Data source is the Secondary Materials Pricing database, August 2016. 

http://www.recyclingmarkets.net/secondarymaterials/index.html






https://louisvilleky.gov/government/public-works/love-em-and-leave-em-louisville


















https://louisvilleky.gov/government/business-launch-pack
https://louisvilleky.gov/sites/default/files/codes_regulations/events/special_event_recycling_guide_-_october_2014.pdf
https://louisvilleky.gov/sites/default/files/codes_regulations/events/special_event_recycling_guide_-_october_2014.pdf
https://louisvilleky.gov/sites/default/files/codes_regulations/events/special_event_recycling_guide_-_october_2014.pdf






https://louisvilleky.gov/government/public-works/business-case-studies




















https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-too-good-waste-implementation-guide-and-toolkit
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-too-good-waste-implementation-guide-and-toolkit
https://buynothingproject.org/
http://rebuildingexchange.org/
http://www.habitat.org/restores


http://www.mnexchange.org/
http://www.madisonstuffexchange.com/






http://americarecyclesday.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Public-Space-Recycling-Guide11.pdf




http://www.productstewardship.us/
http://www.productstewardship.us/
http://upstreampolicy.org/
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